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QUEEN OF PUDDINGS MUSIC THEATRE COMPANY
In association with CANADIAN STAGE
Presents
BECKETT: FECK IT!
February 17 to 25, 2012 at the Berkeley Street Theatre 

Only 11 performances
For Immediate Release – Toronto, January 13, 2012: Queen of Puddings Music Theatre, in association with Canadian Stage, presents Beckett: Feck It! from February 17 to 25, 2012. This elegiac, provocative show juxtaposes the shorter plays of Samuel Beckett with contemporary classical music from outstanding Irish composers inspired by Beckett’s appreciation for the absurd. This brand new production reunites  renowned Canadian Beckett director Jennifer Tarver with Dáirine Ní Mheadhra and John Hess (music direction), and showcases a dynamic Canadian cast comprised of actors Laura Condlln, Michal Grzejszczak, Tom Rooney, and Sofia Tomic, who will share the stage with soprano Shannon Mercer and trumpet player Michael Fedyshyn.  Queen of Puddings bring their signature contemporary twist to this invigorating evening of music, theatre, and Irish madness.
“Queen of Puddings Music Theatre is an exciting artistic force within the community of Toronto theatre companies,” said Canadian Stage Artistic & General Director, Matthew Jocelyn. “It is a feisty, original exploration of the world of music and theatre, anchored by the work of an incomparable playwright.”
More than any other writer, Irishman Samuel Beckett used the techniques of music composition in the structuring of his plays. His writing was inspired by some of the singular Irish characteristics, including a huge appreciation for the ridiculous, complete irreverence, and deep melancholia. The same qualities explode in the music chosen for Beckett: Feck It!  The music selections, Trumpeter by Gerald Barry, Drei Gesänge by Andrew Hamilton, and the gorgeous Gaelic folk-song Eleanór a Rún by Cearbhall Ó Dálaigh, are framed by the Beckett plays Come and Go, Ohio Impromptu, Act Without Words II and Play. Original and thought-provoking, the production features sets and costumes by Teresa Przybylski and lighting design by Kimberly Purtell, uniting music and plays in a dramatic continuum in an entirely fresh context for experiencing Beckett.
About Queen of Puddings:
The Toronto based Queen of Puddings Music Theatre creates boundary-bursting music theatre – a music theatre that is dynamic, provocative and precedent-setting. The company, founded in 1995 by Artistic Directors Dáirine Ní Mheadhra and John Hess, is acclaimed for its unique aesthetic based on a physical, singing theatre. Visit www.queenofpuddingsmusictheatre.com for more information.
About Canadian Stage:

Founded in 1987, Canadian Stage is one of the country’s leading not-for-profit contemporary theatre companies. Under the direction of Artistic & General Director, Matthew Jocelyn, the company presents multidisciplinary theatre with a focus on emerging performance styles that integrate theatre with other artistic mediums such as dance, film, visual arts and more. Sharing innovative and vibrant theatre from Canada and around the world, the company stages an annual season of work at three major venues (the Bluma Appel Theatre, the Berkeley Street Theatre and the High Park Amphitheatre) and runs a series of artist development and education initiatives, as well as youth and community outreach programs. For more information visit www.canadianstage.com 
Beckett: Feck It! 

February 17 to 25, 2012

Berkeley Street Theatre Downstairs: 26 Berkeley Street, Toronto

Tickets: $22 - $49
Call the box office at: 416.368.3110 or purchase online at: www.canadianstage.com
HIGH RESOLUTION PHOTOGRAPHY: Available as of February 17 in the Image Gallery at https://www.canadianstage.com/media    
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